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70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



. sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/008595 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
Q the international application as originally tiled 
the description: 

pages 1, 3-22 

pages 

pages 



as originally. filed 
, filed with the demand 



2, 2/1 



.filed with the letter of 08 March 2004 (08.03.2004) 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



2-9 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



..filed with the letter of 08 March 2004 (08.03.2004) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



1-8 



_ , as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is* 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

| the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/fig _ 



5. PI This re P ort has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 

i JH r , e £ ort 09 ori &nMy filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70 11 7). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 10-246132 A (Nissan Motor Co., Ltd.), 14 

September 1998, paragraphs 0033 to 0039 
Document 2: JP 2000-274270 A (Mazda Motor Corp.), 03 

October 2000, paragraphs 0039 to 0041 and 

fig. 10, 14 and 15 
Document 3: JP 02-027124 A (Mazda Motor Corp.), 29 

January 19 90, entire text and fig. 9 
Document 4: EP 349993 A2 (Mazda Motor Corp.), 10 January 

1990, entire text and fig. 11 
Document 5: JP 2002-030952 A (Honda Motor Co., Ltd.), 31 

January 2002, entire text and fig. 1-4 
Document 6: JP 2001-65382 A (Toyota Motor Corp.)/ 13 

March 2001, entire text and fig. 1-20 
Document 7: JP 2001-171378 A (Toyota Motor Corp.), 26 

June 2001, entire text and fig. 1-36 



Claims 1-9 YES 

Claims NO 

Claims l^l YES 

Claims NO 

Claims 1 ~ 9 YES 

Claims NO 



Claims 1-9 

Both document 1 and document 2 disclose hybrid 
vehicles wherein slippage is controlled by decreasing the 
composite torque, which is a product of the engine torque 
and the motor torque, when slippage occurs, and document 1 
specifically discloses the feature of decreasing the 
composite torque by decreasing only the motor torque 
without decreasing the engine torque. In addition, both 
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document 3 and document 4 disclose slip control technology 
for a vehicle, wherein the engine torque is gradually- 
restored after slip convergence. Moreover , documents 5-7 
disclose hybrid vehicles wherein slippage is controlled by 
changing the torque distribution to the front and back 
wheels when slippage occurs. 

However, documents 1-7 do not disclose or suggest 
the features pertaining to the relationship between the 
power requirement-limiting factor and the drive torque- 
limiting factor, and such features are not obvious to a 
person skilled in the art . 
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VIII. Certain observations on the international application 



. A. 

IntemaMSli 



application No. 
PCT/JP 03/08595 



Claim 1 sets forth a "power-limiting factor, which 
is set so as to maintain a predetermined relationship with 
regards to the torque -limiting factor," whereas claim 2, 
which cites claim 1, sets forth the feature of 
"controlling...with a constant power-limiting factor 
regardless of the torque -limiting factor," which can be 
interpreted as suggesting that there is no correlation 
between the torque -limiting factor and the power-limiting 
factor. Therefore, it is unclear how the disclosure of 
claim 2 is consistent with the disclosure "maintain a 
predetermined relationship," as set forth in claim 1. 
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